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Element 9.1: Admissions Policy 

• 9.1-1 Supporting Documentation
o Admission Requirements and Policies and Procedures for Osteopathic Medical 

Student Selection and Enrollment – link



Admissions Requirements and Policies and Procedures for Osteopathic 
Medical Student Selection and Enrollment 

The SHSU-COM Admissions Policy and Procedures are included below. These documents were 
reviewed and approved by the COM Admissions Committee on March 1, 2023 and the SHSU-COM 
Executive Committee on May 2, 2023.  In the policy and procedure documents, osteopathic medical 
student selection for admission and enrollment, including demonstration of technical skills for 
admissions, is described. The COM Admission Policy ties directly to the COM mission and helps to 
identify qualified applicants, while complying with state law standards for admission to graduate and 
professional programs. (Texas Education Code § 51.842). 

Through the website, the SHSU-COM shall annually publish the national and state averages of both 
MCAT scores and GPAs of matriculated medical students as provided by TMDSAS. Additionally, the 
SHSU-COM’s website will provide the average MCAT and GPAs of the most recently matriculated 
SHSU-COM students on an annual basis. With this information, prospective students may judge their 
individual level of competitiveness. For example, the current national averages for Osteopathic 
matriculants are 3.56 GPA and 504.64 MCAT 
(AACOMAS, 2021) and the current state averages for matriculants are 3.82 GPA and 511.7 MCAT 
(TMDSAS, 2022). SHSU-COM’s most recent cohort (EY22) had a 3.73 overall GPA and 506 MCAT. 

In training admissions personnel and approved file reviewers, SHSU-COM, as part of the holistic 
review process, considers all elements of each candidate’s application. This process is outlined in the 
admissions procedures document. 

Please note that with the exception of legislatively created pipeline programs, there are no minimums 
for MCAT and GPAs provided in the SHSU-COM Admissions Policy. In Texas, per Texas Education 
Code § 51.842 public medical schools are prohibited from using a minimum score as the sole or 
primary criterion to end consideration of an applicant.

https://www.shsu.edu/academics/osteopathic-medicine/prospective-students/admissions.html
https://www.shsu.edu/academics/osteopathic-medicine/prospective-students/admissions.html










Admissions Procedures 

Procedure Title: SHSU-COM Admissions Process Effective: Upon Receiving Pre-Accreditation 
Status 
Revised and Approved  by COM Admissions 
Committee on March, 1, 2023
Reviewed and Approved by CEC on May 2, 
2023 

Corresponding Policy: Medical Student Admissions Policy 
COCA Standard/Element COCA 9.1 – Admissions Policy 

Description: SHSU-COM adopts admissions policies and criteria designed to recruit and enroll diverse 
and highly qualified candidates for the Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine Degree. All admissions policies 
and technical standards are tied to the COM mission and will be posted on the SHSU-COM website. 

Procedure Step/Task Responsible Party 
1. The SHSU-COM Dean is regularly updated on the application 

and admissions process as well as the 
implementation of admissions policies and pipeline 
programs at the SHSU-COM. 

SHSU-COM Associate Director 
of Admissions 
SHSU-COM Director of Enrollment 
Services  

2. SHSU-COM requires that all candidates accepted for 
admission will, by the time of enrollment, have completed 
the admissions prerequisites as outlined in the Admissions 
Policy. 

SHSU-COM Associate Director of 
Admissions 
SHSU-COM Registrar 

3. Candidates presenting credentials from colleges or 
universities outside of the United States must show proof of 
equivalency to US-based education that is verifiable before 
their application will be considered. 

SHSU-COM Associate Director of 
Admissions 

4. Students seeking applicant information for the SHSU-COM 
will be provided with national averages of both MCAT 
scores and GPAs so that they may judge their level of 
competitiveness. SHSU-COM publishes this information as 
well as its averages on the SHSU-COM website after each 
class matriculates.. 

SHSU-COM Associate Director of 
Admissions 
SHSU-COM Director of 
Enrollment Services 

5. SHSU-COM utilizes uniform selections 
criteria that are relevant to the curriculum and mission and 
are in compliance with all regulatory authority and 
accreditation. 

SHSU-COM Admissions 
Committee 
SHSU-COM College Executive 
Committee 

6. The Admissions Committee will ask for and obtain outcomes 
data that includes SHSU-COM student performance, 
residency, and practice information to inform the selections 

process and ensure alignment with the mission of 

SHSU-COM Admissions 
Committee 
SHSU Enrollment Success SHSU-
COM Educational Affairs 

SHSU-COM. 



7. The SHSU-COM Dean is provided regular reports 
regarding the selection process and the academic profile 
for each class. State and national MCAT and GPA 
averages are  referenced and referred to instead of 
posting minimums due to the holistic review process. 
Matriculant profile data are posted for each cohort when 
it becomes available. 

SHSU-COM Associate Director 
of Admissions 
SHSU-COM Dean 

8. Admissions policies and procedures are reviewed bi-
annually. Any changes to the policy must go through the 
SHSU approval process. Policy changes shall be published 
one year in advance of their implementation in 
accordance with Texas Education Code 51.842. 

SHSU-COM Associate Director 
of Admissions 
SHSU-COM Dean 
SHSU Academic Affairs 
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